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The timing . . . was bad. 


There is no good time, of course, for a young woman to accidentally overdose on 


prescription drugs, even if she is a former child sitcom star. 


But Dana Plato was getting married. She had just given a good-natured interview to 


Howard Stern. Her acting career was on an upswing. 


And most important, she was coming to Chicago to emcee Expo of the Extreme this 


weekend. 


Results of her autopsy won't be out for a few weeks, but no matter the cause of death, 


Plato was a pop culture catastrophe. 


After the demise of "Diff'rent Strokes," all the young co-stars of the show had much- 


publicized run-ins with the law (except for that little red-haired boy). 


The lives of child stars have changed since Shirley Temple aged gracefully into an 
ambassador. Buffy from "Family Affair" died. Tracey Gold from "Growing Pains" 


battled anorexia. Danny Bonaduce_well, that's enough about him. 
And has anyone seen that "Webster" guy lately? 


When Plato, 34, died at her fiance's parents' house, the timing . . . was bad. She was 
slated to introduce the hard-core bands at Expo and sign autographs. Now the show has 
been "encouraged" to move from the Riviera to the Vic, Dana is dead, and Expo's 


promoter is getting phone calls from Todd Bridges. 


Todd Bridges? "He called and offered us his services," said Shane Bugbee, the man 


behind the music. He doesn't think he'll take Bridges up on his offer. 


"Robert (Menchaca), Dana's fiance, is going to come, too," he said. It's small 


consolation for one of Plato's friends, and arguably her biggest fan. 


Bugbee tracked Plato down years ago, after reading a "Where Are They Now?" feature 
in People magazine. "She seemed like a fun person," he mused. "I thought I could have 


a drink with her." 


Recently, he'd been working on a book with her. "It's going to be a coffee table book of 
photos of her from the past. It's a tribute to her, not an exploitative type of story of her 
life or anything." Bugbee publishes an eclectic array of literature from his Web site 


(www.chicagoatnight.com). 


Plato had even planned on staying in Chicago for the summer to work with Bugbee 


and his wife. 


"T already put down a deposit for her in Bridgeport," said Bugbee. Her comeback, he 
insists, was not about fame or fortune. "She just wanted to make a living at the 
profession she chose, which was to be an actor. She wanted to be a housewife and 


mother in Oklahoma with her son." Tyler is 14. 


Why did she die? "I think it was just a stupid mistake. Just one of those things," said 


Bugbee. 


He's not the only one mourning Plato. I had scheduled an interview with her for this 
week. "8 p.m. Dana Plato," reads my datebook entry. I wanted to ask her about her 
filmography, everything from 1978's "Return to Boggy Creek" to 1997's "Different 
Strokes: The Story of Jack and Jill . . . and Jill." (Plato played one of the Jills.) 


"One of the last things I spoke to her about was your interview," mentioned Bugbee. 


"She was very excited about it." 


Now, when I feel sad, I tell myself her last thought might have been of me. 


Expo of the Extreme begins Friday at 3:30 p.m. and Saturday at 11 a.m. at the Vic, 
3145 N. Sheffield. Call (312) 409-3600. 
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